
COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES
OF OUTER SPACE

BACKGROUND GUIDE 

SPLIMUN 2020



Committee: Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space

 
Crisis Simulation

 
Topic: Space in 2040

 



Summary

Introduction to the Committee
 
Introduction to the Topic
 
Space Economy in 2040
 
The weaponization of Space in 2040
 
Space ownership
 
Key Actors
 
 
 
 



The Committee On Peaceful Use of Outer Space, established in 1959, is the UN’s body for
cooperation in outer space issues. Its activities revolve around eliminating existing and potential
problems connected to outer space use and exploration, such as using nuclear power in space,
satellite surveillance, creating bases on Celestial Bodies or placing weapons on the orbit. In order
to keep track of the development of space technologies, the COPUOS established two
subcommittees, the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, and the Legal Subcommittee. With
150 States Members and 50 permanent non-State Members, COPUOS is a crucial committee to
tackle these issues.

Introduction 
to the Committee

Adopt, revise and amend, as necessary, national regulatory frameworks for outer space
activities; 
Investigate and consider new measures to manage the space debris population in the long term;
Strengthening international space cooperation, sharing operational space weather information,
data and forecasts;  
Studying and monitoring space-related activities;  
Funding and developing space research programs.

Responsibilities 



Outer Space Treaty entered into force in 1968:
It is forbidden to put massive destruction weapons on orbit;
The space environment is a common good;
Private property of stars and other space natural objects is forbidden, whether it is for
private or States’ interests or for extracting natural resources;

The "Liability Convention", Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space
Objects, entered into force on 1 September 1972
The "Registration Convention", Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer
Space, entered into force on 15 September 1976
The "Moon Agreement", Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies, entered into force on 11 July 1984.

We are in 2040, no clear space power exercises leadership over the space domain. However, the
growth in space capabilities of national and private entities has resulted in a global civil,
commercial, and military expansion in space and led to large revenue streams.
 

Introduction to the Topic

Space Economy in 2040
Space activities are innovating and expanding too quickly for national and international regulatory
regimes to keep up. Thousands of individuals from many nations live and work from Low Earth
Orbit, across the cislunar. There are crewed habitats across cislunar space supporting the overall
logistics for space manufacturing, tourism, and resource extraction. Asteroids are rich in rare Earth
elements that are fundamental to modern civilization: gold, silver, platinum, iridium, cadmium,
osmium. Multinational companies are mining space objects and commercial lunar outposts were
built. Some legal disputes are arising about who can exploit these resources.  The United States of
America built a base on the Moon in 2024. It is a 300-person habitat that provides radiation
shielding and artificial gravity. It still needs food production and other technologies to achieve self-
sufficiency. Nevertheless, US Spaceport is he world's first built commercial spaceport.



New technologies are exploding, the solar system is explored by flotillas of miniaturized robots.
Military space systems are highly resilient, maneuverable, robotically refuellable, self-healing to
attack, highly integrated, artificial intelligence-driven, highly autonomous, and reconstitution ability
is enhanced. Solar energy collectors and lightweight structures are collecting raw materials from
asteroids. NATO declared space as a "warfighting domain". Satellites are armed with machine guns
and lasers to protect themselves from intense beam of microwave radiation which enables nations
to disable other countries’ satellites without creating large clouds of orbital debris. It makes such
an attack look like an accident. Hypersonic missiles became operational, there is no missile defense
system capable of intercepting them. A hypersonic missile travels five times faster than the speed
of sound, which is around 1 mile per second.  Hypersonic missiles are a weaponized moral hazard
for states with a taste for intervention because they erase barriers to picking fights. The time
frame for deciding what to do is even shorter, and the uncertainty about what your enemy is
targeting and the nature of an incoming warhead — is it nuclear or conventional? — is virtually
total.

The Weaponization of Space
in 2040

Space Ownership
2040, the Martian base, Ares Actual, has been built with all critical infrastructures needed to
enable day to day life human activities since Starship arrival in 2028. The people of Mars still live in
glass domes, but they are terraforming Mars, little by little. They started mining, water, and energy
sources 3 times more productive than oil has been found. Mars is becoming a thriving and self-
sustaining city. Elon Musk arrived on Mars 1 year ago and established a direct democracy. He has
just been elected as President…



Chief of Staff of the United States Army:
Charles J. Winger was chosen by the new Republican President, Jared Kushner. He has a hard line.
Unlike Russia and China, the US remained its public stance to oppose agreements and treaties
regarding the prevention of weaponization of outer space. The US has constantly refused to back
the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PAROS) treaty, and also to support the draft
Treaty introduced by Russia and China to the Conference on Disarmament.  
The Chief of Staff reports directly to the Secretary of the Army for army matters and assists in the
Secretary's external affairs functions, including presenting and enforcing army policies, plans, and
projections. The CSA also directs the Inspector General of the Army to perform inspections and
investigations as required. In addition, the CSA presides over the Army Staff and represents army
capabilities, requirements, policy, plans, and programs in Joint fora.
 
NASA:
Dr. White became the Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 1 year
ago. He is widely known for his invention of the Warp drive which can travel faster than light.
White re-calculated the Alcubierre concept and proposed that if the warp bubble around a
spacecraft were shaped like a torus, it would be much more energy-efficient and make the concept
feasible. This should allow going to Alpha Centauri.

Key Actors
The United States of America

Russia

In 2040, Russia is getting more and more aggressive towards its neighbors. However, Russia is
suspected to be increasing its counter space weapons capabilities: both Directed Energy Weapons
(DEW) and Electronic Warfare (EW). The establishment of the Russian Space Force as the new
branch in the Russian Aerospace Forces also indicates how Russia is pointing its focus towards
outer space. Russia is represented by Roscosmos, the Official space agency of Russia. Its chief
executive Igor Treblenski, a former military pilot, is here as a civil representative.  He knows
everything about the Russian system and international relations. He has an extremely good
knowledge of space science, more than diplomatic skills, which make him a little rude sometimes.



European Space Agency:
Represented by its experts from the European Space Agency (ESA), led by Thomas Pesquet, a
former spacewalker. His former experience on the International Space Station got him an award of
European space excellence. Willing to share his experience and to improve space exploration, he
dedicated 3 decades to research, training, and explored space. After retiring from his astronaut life,
due to health considerations, Thomas Pesquet is now working on the diplomatic side of space
exploration. When the European Space Agency asked him to become Director-General, he first
refused thinking that he is not competent enough to represent Europe in diplomatic summits.
However,  the ESA succeeded in convincing Thomas Pesquet and thanks to his experience as an
astronaut he will have a relevant and technical approach to space issues.
 
Melissa Taylor:
Melissa Taylor is a leading astrophysicist. She was the student of Stephan Hawking. She has
conducted influential theoretical work on subjects as diverse as string and quantum field theory,
gravitational physics black hole formation, extragalactic radio sources that provided key evidence
to contradict the Steady State theory of the evolution of the Universe.

European Union

Brazil
Brazil is represented by Rogério Luiz Verissimo Cruz, a special advisor to the head of Strategic
Affairs of the Brazilian Armed Forces. In 2017, Brazil launched its first Geostationary Defense and
Strategic Communications Satellite (SGDC-1). A second was launched in 2022 with advanced
military applications. Maj. Gen. Verissimo worked hard for the expansion of the Brazilian space
program during the 2010s (expansion of the rocket launch base in Alcântara, Maranhão for
example). During the 2020s, Brazil primarily used satellites to protect its territory but as the
country developed more space-related technologies, it has become a major power in outer space
and is currently developing a space force. Despite those promising development, the Brazilian
space force is experiencing a setback as one of its missiles accidentally hit one of Blue Origins’
cruise space shuttles in 2038. The government and the company are currently trying to resolve the
latter matter.

China

China is represented by the China National Space Administration (CNSA), at the head of which we
can find Yu Tongjie, former head of China Manned Space Agency (CMSA). As a member of the
Chinese Communist Party, he declared in several interviews that space was a vital interest for
China. The population and the Party expect China to become the most powerful and competent,
administration/country in space matters by 2049, for the 100th Anniversary of the foundation of
the People’s Democratic Republic of China.



India

North Korea

India is represented by the Defence Research and Development Organisation, the Indian agency
responsible for the military’s research and development program. Its chairman is Dr. G. Satheesh
Reddy, an aerospace scientist currently at the head of the Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Missile Complex
(where AGNI missiles were developed). As a scientific adviser to the defense minister of India and
a fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society (UK), Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy is a knowledgeable man
with great diplomatic skills. Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy is also the Chief Architect of India's Mission
Shakti, an operation in which India launched an anti-satellite missile, hitting the target with a
kinetic kill vehicle. With this success, India joined the United States, Russia, and China with the
capability to hit Low Earth Orbit satellites with an A-SAT missile. To Narendra Modi, Prime
minister of India, it was an important step for India’s safety and technological advancement. In
2039, India set foot on Venus and is currently thinking about establishing a military base there.

Iran
Iran succeeded in 2036, to Venezuela, in the mandate of Secretary-General of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), and will be followed by the United Arab Emirates in 2042.
Anousheh Ansari - an American woman with Iranian origins - became the first Iranian in space and
the first self-funded woman as a space tourist to fly to the International Space Station. After what,
Iran decided to develop its spatial program on the level of tourism and, of course, national security.
But Iran is present today in the name of the OPEC in order to defend the resources of petroleum
producers, which are endangered by the declaration of Venezuela in 2037 of the status “of critic
availability” of petroleum in its soils. Iran has declared, during the opening discourse on December
12th, 2036, of its mandate that the OPEC, “wants to make sure to be present in changes for the
next decade, regarding energy” and “will not accept that societies or countries try to attempt to
the interests of OPEC member states”. The declaration was even more relevant after the bombing
of a gas facility in 2021 by American militaries.

North Korea is represented by its representative of the Workers’ Party of Korea who is Kim Jin-An
a cousin of the actual Great Leader Deng Nim-Su. A huge coup d’état in 2035 was organized by an
influent military group of high representatives of the party, among which Deng Nim-Su who was
the former General in charge of the nuclear program under Kim Jung-Un. This event marked the
end of the so-called Kim dynasty. In the 2030s, Kim Jung-Un’s activities created some dissidents
among the party by negotiating with Americans on the denuclearization program. To keep Korea’s
influence, restore real Communism, and gather the people of North Korea, the coup was organized
in secret. After just 5 years since the change of regime, the people are supporting the government
even though the new leader is far more warlike. The representative of North Korea Kim Jin-An
comes from a poor family who suffered strongly under the Kim dynasty. A pure Communism
example of a self-made man, he is an ambitious man, who can do everything to ensure Korea’s
sovereignty. The new government recovered missile and aerospace technical sciences and
engineers from the former regime and is able to launch the payload. But world agencies don’t
know how far north Korean technics can go, and Deng Nim-Su is hoping to use this lack of
information to make pressure on the international community.



Blue Origin

The Galileo Company 

Blue Origin is represented by Jeff Bezos also chief executive of the company. After the soaring
opening of the space access and the decrease of launch price, Jeff Bezos became the international
leader of space tourism with an almost monopoly on the market. The weight of the company is
huge and has almost as much power as a developing country. After building the first platform for
tourism in low orbit earth, enabling people to pay one week vacation in orbit, Jeff Bezos has the
will to develop its company to further orbits. Besides, he never hides his rivalry with Elon Musk
and the success of Space X. The thing is that Blue origin is actually the only society to control the
science of refuel by a rendezvous in space. In fact, Blue Origin is able to put a “gas station”
between the earth and Mars, which is an essential technology. However, it seems that Jeff Bezos
wants to keep the technology for its own use.

The Galiléo Company is represented by Camille Dubernois. Galiléo is the European equivalent to
the GPS technology, developed during the 2000s. Completely independent from American
technology or the Chinese Beidu technology, the new version of tracking and mapping is a
disruptive technology. To accelerate the innovation and the development of the technology, the
European Commission and ESA decided to create an executive society and open it to private
capital and financial market. Galiélo System works with roughly 200 satellites in several orbits to
have the fastest recovery passage. It enables the public to have access to map guidance, itinerary
fast calculation but also coordination of bank transactions. Indeed as well as GPS, Galiléo is used
by the financial market to coordinate bank transactions. Working by a very precise atomic clock in
each satellite, the society managed 50% of world transactions and 70% of Western countries’
transactions. Furthermore, new weapons technologies are more and more lead by laser and
satellite guidance. In this context, the society obtained several contracts with the US and Russian
army for the guidance of their missiles. The society is evolving more and more as a powerful
society lobbying for personal data and wants to develop its system in South East Asia in the short
term.



Gwynne Shotwell (Space X)

Eleanor David (For All Moonkind)

She is the President and Chief Operating Officer at SpaceX, an American space transportation
company, where she is responsible for day-to-day operations and for managing customer and
strategic relations to support company growth. She joined SpaceX in 2002 as vice president of
Business Development and built the Falcon vehicle family manifest to more than 70 launches.
Since Elon Musk is not on earth anymore, she is in charge of everything. SpaceX is targeted by
Nation-States, the company is considered as overlapping State prerogatives.  
Before joining SpaceX, Ms. Shotwell spent a decade at the Aerospace Corporation, where she held
positions in space systems engineering. She was promoted to chief engineer of an MLV-class
satellite program, managed a landmark study for the Federal Aviation Administration on
commercial space transportation, and completed an extensive analysis of space policy for NASA’s
future investment in space transportation.

For All Moonkind is a non-profit organization which was granted the status of Permanent
Observer to the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 2018. Their
primary goal is to preserve the human lunar landing sites as part of humanity’s common heritage.
With the development of outer space activities by States and private companies, For All Moonkind
has extended its prerogatives and is now campaigning for a greener and more peaceful use of
outer space (that’s their GreenSpace program).
Their goal is to foster a global and sustainable vision of exploration and belonging in space. Eleanor
David is known for being the first human who organized a protest in space: it was in 2037 and she
asked for the establishment of a program allowing students from all economic backgrounds to
study space preservation.




